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wire that carried it. He declared that the consequences of
MacDonakTs extraordinary intervention would be disastrous.
It would absolutely discredit him. His great task of reconciling
the Young Plan with British interests would become impossible
and he demanded that MacDonald at once issue a statement
declaring that he., Snowden, had the full support of the Govern-
ment in the position he had taken up. MacDonald, with
characteristic alacrity, climbed down in the face of Snowden's
firm demand and wrote assuring Snowden that not only the
Government but all parties in the House of Commons stood
by him, and emphatically approved the position he had taken
up. With this in his hand Snowden confronted the Conference.
The sensational triumph he subsequently achieved is a matter
of history.

c There is one species of terror,' says Samuel Johnson, e which
those who are unwilling to suffer the reproach of cowardice
have wisely dignified with the name of antipathy.3

The antipathy with which MacDonald pursued his distin-
guished colleagues and the discord it was bound to cause, was
a bad omen for the future of the Government.
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